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- CLINICS. 
CLINICAL LECTURES. 


Clinical Lectures on Rheumatism.—De- 
livered at St. George's Hospital. By Henny 
Ww. Fuuuer, M.D., Physician to the Hos- 
pital. (Concluded from p. 13.) 

We will now: pass on to the case of W. 
L—, aged sixteen, who was admitted into 
the King’s ward on the 7th of February. 
This ‘boy had ‘been attacked a week pre- 
Yiously with wandering rheumatic pains, 
“which in the course of two days were ac- 
companied by swelling, redness, and ex- 
quisite pain in both knees and ankles. The 
inflammation of these parts had continued 
ever since, and the left wrist had also be- 
come inflamed andewollen. Onadmission, 
the skin was hot and perspiring freely ; the 
tongue furred and white; the bowels were 
reported regular; the urine was acid, high 
coloured, and loaded with lithates; and the 
pulse was 120, full, bounding, and regular. 
A slight systolic murmur accompanied the 





sound of the heart at the apex, and at the 
right and left base. I ordered beef-tea as 
his diet, and an ad libitum supply of barley- 
water; and prescribed the following medi- 
cines: Colocynth-with-calomel pill, ten 
grains immediately. Bicarbonate of soda, 
one drachm and a half; water, two ounces: 
to be taken.every four hours with one scruple 
of citric acid. The bowels acted freely, and 
on the following day the pains were easier ; 
but the urine was ‘still acid. The remedies 
were therefore continued as before. 

On the 9th, the redness and swelling had 
almost disappeared, the pulse had fallen to 
90; and the urine was alkaline. The medi- 
cine therefore was repeated only three times 
in ty- four hours. 

“@n the 11th, or, in other words, on the 
fifth day of the treatment, I find the follow. 
ing note by my clinical assistant : “Is quite 
free from _* skin, werm, but no longer 
hot; pulse 86, of power ; urine 
alksline; bowels open; murmur scarcely 
aadible. pray therefore gave him fish for his 
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dinner, and substituted the cinchona draught 
with half a drachm of bicarbonate of soda 
for the effervescing draught which he had 
hitherto taken. : 

From this time he was convalescent. On 
the 13th he was permitted to get up and 
dress, and on the 19th he left the hospital. 
On the day prior to his discharge from 
the-hospital, the heart was again carefully 
examined, and the murmur was not heard 
at the apex and at the right basé, but was 
still audible at the left base and in the course 
of the pulmonary artery. 

Now you will observe that though in this 
case I made use of different medicines from 
those I employed in the case of E. H—, 
yet that the same general plan of treatment 
was pursued, Alkali was administered in 
full doses frequently repeated until alkales- 
cence of the urine was observed; the dose 
of the alkali'was then diminished, and as 
soon as the urine was found to continue al- 
kaline under the reduced quantity of the 
alkali, and the skin had lost its heat, and 
the pulse its extreme frequency, the cin- 
chona draught was given in combination 
with moderate doses of alkali. 

But there are one or two other points re- 
lative to this case to which I would particu- 
larly direct your attention. In the first 
place soda was the alkali administered, and 
not a grain of potash was given, throughout 
the attack ; in the second place an endocar- 
dial murmur was present both at the base 
and apex of the heart on admission, and yet 
no treatment was adopted specially with a 
view of getting rid of it. 

The administration of soda is not in ac- 
cordance with the theory which attributes 
rheumatism to a deficiency of the salts of 
potash in the system ; neither is. in harmony 
with the practice of those who admit the 
value of alkalies, but confine themeelves to 
the administration of potash, as forming 
compounds excessively soluble, and there- 
fore capable of being easily eliminated from 
the system. But, in truth, I do not. admit 
the theory referred to, neither do I consider 
that the sole object to be attained in the 
administration of alkalies is the neutraliza- 
tion of acid, and the formation therewith of 
compounds capable of being easily elimi- 
nated from the system. The virtue of alka- 
lies, I believe, depends upon the power, 1st. 
of acting as restorers of the alkaline. condi- 
tion of the system; 2d, of assisting to main- 
tain the solubility of the fibrin, and thereby 
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preventing its deposition on the valvular 
apparatus of the heart; 3d, of acting most 
powerfully as sedatives, and calming the 
action of the heart and arteries; 4th, of in 
creasing the metamorphosis of tissue, of 
modifying the chemical changes going on 
in the blood, and of proving active provoca- 
tives of an increased secretion of urine, 
whereby the elimination of the materies 
morbi is aésisted.' And if this be so, there 
is no difficulty in perceiving that, @ priori, 
soda is just as likely as potash to effect the 
object we have in view. That it proves so 
practically yon have seen, in the benefi- 
cial influence which it exerted in the severe 
case now under consideration, and in many 
other cases which, for the sake of experi- 
ment, I have treated in this hospital with 
soda alone. But my impression, founded 
on practical observation no less than on 
theoretical considerations, is in favour of 
giving the mixed alkalies. We know that 
potash alone will cure the disease, and you 
have seen that soda alone will exert an 
equally curative power, and inasmuch as 
these agents operate not merely as antacids, 
but rather as modifiers of the chemical 
changes whereby the formation of the ma- 
teries morbi is brought about, and as soda 
differs entirely from potash in its chemical 
properties, it is only reasonable to suppose 
that the one agent must exert an influence 
on the economy which could not be pro- 
duced by the action of the other, however 
largely administered. If I am correct in 
this view, and it be admitted that potash 
and eoda exert a modifying influence each 
in its own peculiar way, it follows, unless 
the influence exerted by the one salt inter- 
feres with that produced by the other, that 
the joint action of these agents must be 
more satisfactory in its results than the ac- 
tion of either of them taken separately. 

It may perhaps occur to you that, if potash 
and soda are each capable of effecting the 
cure of acute rheumatism, ammonia may 
possess a similar power, and may possibly 
exert an influence more potent than either 
the one or the other. I have tried the ques- 
tion fairly in several cases, and those of you 
who watched the case of S. R---, aged forty- 
eight, who was admitted into the Roseberry 
ward on the 18th of last October, will have 
formed your own conclusions on the-sub- 


and Bdl- 


1 For facts illustrative of this view, see 
work on Rheumatiem, — Gout, 
atica, 3d edit., pp. 113—139 
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ject. To satisfy some gentlemen as to the 
effect of ammonia, I gave this woman every 
three hours half a pint of liquid containing 
tour ounces of the solution of acetate of am- 
monia, and an excéss of one drachm of car- 
bonate of ammonia. This she took regu- 
Jarly until the 26th, when, although the 
pulse had fallen from 120 to 90, the pains 
had not abated, and the urine continued 
acid. Potash was then administered, and 
within two days the urine was alkaline and 
the pains were much relieved. The truth 
appears to be that, although ammonia be- 
haves as an alkali when in contact with an 
acid, and therefore neutralizes any acid 
which is present in the stomach, it does 
not operate as an alkali in the system, for 
it not only fails to render the urine alkaline, 
but it fails also to exert the modifying in- 
fluence over the chemical changes which 
is necessary to get rid of the disease. Ad- 
ministered alone, therefore, ammonia will 
not suffice to arrest an attack of acute rheu- 
matism, but it exercises a power of main- 
taining the fibrin of the blood in solution 
beyond comparison greater than that exerted 
by potash and soda,' and therefore I never 
fail to give it in conjunction with the other 
alkalies, except when I prescribe each alkali 
separately for the purpose of experiment. 
Whether a more satisfactory result is ob- 
tained by the joint use of these several al- 
kalies than by the use of each of them sepa- 
rately, it is very difficult to determine by 
numerical calculation, inasmuch as the in- 
quiry demands the observation of each 
mode of treatment in a larger number of 
cases than falls to the lot of any one physi- 
cian. Be that as it may, however, the more 
I see of this once formidable disease, the 
more convinced do I become that in the ju- 
dicious employment of alkalies we have a 
complete and efficient antidote not only to 
the continuance of the articular symptoms, 
but to the occurrence of cardiac complica- 
tions, 

This brings me to the last point on which 
I mean to speak to you to-day—namely, the 
existence, of endocardial murmurs in the 
case of W. L-——., Systolic murmurs of 
fonctional origin are not uncommon both at 
the base and apex of the heart in connection 
with acute rheumatism; they are much 
more common than is usually supposed, and 
I fear have often led to leeching, venesec- 


* See Dr. Richardson on the Coagulation ‘of the 
Blood. 
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$ tion, and other antiphlogistic and depressing - 


treatment. Time was when a systolic mur- 
mur at the left apex was always regarded 
as indicative of organic mitral mischief, and 
even in the present day the same impression 
respecting it is extensively prevalent in the 
profession. But of its fallacy there cannot 
be a doubt; for although it is impossible to 
prove that the valves may not become in- 
flamed and swollen, and then subsequently 
resume their natural condition, withott the 
occurrence of permanent organic mischief— 
nay more, although the possibility of such 
an occurrence must be admitted, we are 
bound nevertheless by the results of patho- 
logical inquiry to maintain that complete re- 
covery under these circumstances is ex- 
tremely rare. But the appearance of sys- 
tolic murmurs both at the apex and base of 
the heart is a matter of every-day occurrence 
in the course of acute rheumatism, and so 
also is its disappearance after a few days of 
alkaline treatment; and the supposition that 
a murmur due to organic mischief will cease 
under treatment so frequently and so readily 
as you have seen it do in many of the cases 
admitted into the hospital under my care is 
repugnant to all that is known respecting 
organic murmurs. Thus we come back to 
my original statement, that functional sys- 
tolic murmurs are of frequent occurrence in 
acute rheumatism, and are apt to mislead 
the unwary practitioner into the belief that 
inflammation of the endocardium has been 
set up. 

You may fairly ask me in what respect 
these functional murmurs differ from mur- 
murs referable to organic mischief; and, to 
apply the question to the case under con- 
sideration, you may ask me to point out 
what evidence there was which induced me 
to regard the murmur which existed in the 
case of W. L—— as functional, and there- 
fore not requiring any local or special treat- 
ment. The question may be briefly an- 
swered. The heart’s action was steady and 
regular; there was no precordial pain or 
uneasiness; there was none of the peculiar 
anxiety of countenance which usually at- 
tends endocardial inflammation; and the 
murmurs, though they existed on the pa- 
tient’s admission into the hospital, and pos- 
sibly may have been present for some days 
previously, were comparatively slight and 
of a soft blowing character, whereas if they 
had been due to endocardial inflammation 
they would probably have been louder and 
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harsher. I do not wish you to understand 
by this statement that it is possible to diag- 
nosticate between a functional and an or- 
ganic murmur at a first examination, or to 
suppose that in the case under discussion 
there was anything which would have justi- 
fied me in stating that the murmurs were 
not due to organic disease. But there was 
enough, as already- stated, to justify the 
gravest doubt on the subject, and to warrant 
some delay before active antiphlogistic treat- 
ment was adopted. And inasmuch as al- 
kalies are excellent remedies in endocardial 
inflammation, I felt no hesitation in trusting 
to their agency for twenty-four hours, and 
waiting to see what the course of the mur- 
murs would prove. For time is a great as- 
sistant in the diagnosis between functional 
and organic murmurs. The murmurs due 
to functional causes would probably main- 
tain pretty much the same characters after 
the lapse of twenty-four or forty-eight hours, 
orif any change were noted in them, it 
would probably be a diminution of their in- 
tensity ; whereas if they were referable to 
endocardial inflammation, the mischief 
within that time would have made great 
progress, and the murmurs would probably 
have become harsher and more intense, and 
the action of the heart more or less disturbed. 
Practically, I believe that, provided alkalies 
are administered internally, little harm 
would accrue to a patient with commencing 
endocardial inflammation from the delay of 
a few hours before having recourse to any 
local or special measures for his relief; 
whilst, on the other hand, I am satisfied 
that in these cases the ‘‘nimium medici 
diligentia”’ is often productive of unneces- 
sary suffering and undue depression, which 
is most earnestly to be deprecated. There- 
fore, although when a murmur—especially 
an endocardial murmur at the apex—arises 
in the course of acute rheumatism, and co- 
incidently with its commencement pain oc- 
curs at the chest, the pulse becomes irregu- 
lar and fluttering, the action of the heart 
turbulent, and the countenance anxious, it 
is impossible to resort toa special treatment 
too soon, or to push it too re yet, on 
the other hand, when an endocardial mur- 
mor exists, as in the case of W.. L——, un- 
accompanied by the symptoms above des- 
cribed, I would urge ygu to follow the 
course which I took in that case, and wait 
until the lapse of a few hours enables you to 
determine the character of the murmur, In 
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a large proportion of cases the delay will 
eatisfy you that the murmur is functional, 
and you will probably have the gratification 
of finding it subside and ultimately disap- 
pear, and of feeling that, by the caution you 
have displayed, you have saved your patient 
unnecessary suffering, or have avoided doing 
what must have retarded his recovery.— 
Lancet, Dec. 20, 1863. 


HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS, 


Bromide of Ammonium as a Remedial 
Agent.—The physiological effects of bro- 
mide of ammonium formed the subject of 
a communication, by Dr. Gibb, at the late 
meeting of the British Association for the 
Advancement of Science, at Cambridge. 
They were shown to be such as to demon- 
strate its value in a number of diseases in 
which the nervous system is functionally 
engaged, especially the ganglionic, accom- 
panied by pains of a mild character. The 
mucous membrane of the entire body is 
brought more or less under its control, 
according to the dose and the mode of its 
administration. In some of the milder 
forms of skin disease it has also been found 
to be very serviceable. As an absorbent in 
glandular and other enlargements, it is not 
inferior to its sister salt the bromide of 
potassium, whilst it is superior in some 
respects in the treatment of some other 
forms of disease. Dr. Gibb has under his 
care at the present time, at the West 
London hospital, several cases of epilepsy 
in which very marked benefit has ensued 
from its use, in arresting and diminishing 
the number of fits; these cases will be 
given in detail on a future occasion. In 
mild forms of oophoritis with jts attend- 
ant symptoms, the bromide of ammonium 
has sometimes dispelled the latter as if 
by magic. Trembling, nervousness, and 
general uneasiness, quickly subside under 
its use. It acts as an antispasmodic in this 
respect ; for it not only calms irritation, but 
allays nervous excitability. This has been 
particularly observed’ in various expeti- 
ments, and affords sufficient encourage- 
ment to proceed with a trial in more severe 
cases of nervous malady than have passed 
through Dr. Gibb’s hands. it 

Ite effects on the mucous membrane of 
the eye were tested in treating cases of 
strumous ophtbalmia in the young. These 
were found to be remarkably beneficial 
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and decided. In one*instance, that of a 
girl aged twelve, the subject of strumous 
conjunctivitis and corneitis, with leucoma 
and other opacities, accompanied by great 
intolerance of light, which had resisted 
treatment, off and on, for five years, a cure 
resulted in five weeks under small doses of 
this salt; and, what was hardly expected, 
the opacities were actually diminishing 
when seen seven weeks afterwards. 

The bromide of ammonium possesses 
some absorbing influence upon atheroma, 
fat, and allied compounds. Individuals 
who took it in quantities ranging from two 
to ten grains thrice a day were either in a 
state of moderate corpulency, or possessed 
the atheromatous expression. The former, 
whilst the general health continued unim- 
paired or improved further under its in- 
fluence, seemed to get thinner, their 
adipose development became decidedly 
less, the secretion from the oily sudoriferous 
glands was much modified and diminished, 
and altogether there was an improved 
appearance in the countenance, which the 
persons themselves were quite aware of. 
This was not less marked in those under- 
going atheromatous changes, and there 
was seen in them besides a decided clear- 
ness of the eye; the face was brighter, the 
integument not being so greasy ; the mind 
seemed more active, and the bodily energy 
was greater. 

We shall return to the subject; but we 
may observe that the remedy must be used 
pure. That prepared by Dr. Gibb was 
made by Fincham, of Baker Street.—LZan- 
cet, Jan. 3, 1863. 


Epilepsy in Children relieved by the Expul- 
sion of Worms.—A girl, 8 years of age, was 
brought to Dr. Dickinson, on May 29, for 
fits, of which she had eight in three weeks. 
Dr. Dickinson saw her in one, of an evi- 
dently epileptic character, in the out- 
patients’ room. ‘Treatment for worms was 
adopted, although there was no actual 
evidence of their presence. Dr. Dickinson 
directed that the child should go without 
food from breakfast time until the next 
morning, and then take six grains of santo- 
nine in castor oil. After the operation of 
this, quinine was to be taken. The draught 
brought away a large quantity of thread- 
worms. 

A week later, the patient still passed 
many worms, but had had only one slight 











fit. An enema made with the tincture of 
the sesquichloride of iron and lime- water (in 
the proportion of half an ounce to the pint) 
was ordered to be used every night, and a 
little castor oil was given occasionally. 

A great number of these worms were 
passed after the injection. Except a slight 
feeling of faintness, she had no further fit 
so long as she was under observation—i. e., 
up to June 30. 

In reference to the treatment of worms in 
children, Dr. Dickinson said that he adopted 
the following methods: The injection of 
the sesquichloride of iron in lime-water in 
cases of ascarides, the administration of 
santonine in round worm, and the oil of 
male fern in tenia. 

A girl, aged 114 years, pale, but looking 
fairly healthy, was admitted an out-patient 
on July 31. She had had fits for about two 
months. They began, the child said, by 
“aq darkness,”’ but there was no loss of 
consciousness until the end of the attack. 
She fell, and was much convulsed, but did 
not bite her tongue nor foam at the mouth, 
It was followed by sleep and headache. 

She had a good appetite, but suffered pain 
in the epigastric region. Her bowels were 
constipated, but worms had never been no- 
ticed; there was no albumen in the urine. 
Santonine was given in the same way as in 
the other case. 

On August 4 she was brought again. 
She had not passed any worms, but had 
had one fit, which, however, differed from 
the other, being apparently hysterical in 
character. Quinine, with valerian, was 
now given, and on the 17th another dose of 
santonine, with castor oil. Having, after 
this dose, passed a small piece of tape- worm, 
she was ordered, on the 25th, a draught, 
consisting of half a drachm of the ethereal 
oil of male fern, two drachms of turpentine, 
and two drachms of castor oil. - This expelled 
along tape-worm. She had no more worms 
or fits as long as she was under observa- 
tion—viz., to September 11.—Med. T. and 
Gaz., Jan. 31, 1863. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Death from Foreign Bodies in Intestines. 
—Dr. Gay exhibited to the Buffalo Medical 
Association, Dec. 2, 1862, seven stones and 
the handles of two pocket knives taken from 
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the intestines of a man who had died sud-? Recorder for September 24, recommends 
denly. The larger stones were an inch and‘ the use of common resin as a specific in 
a half in their long, by an inch in their short; whooping-cough. The dose for a child is 
diameter, and would weigh from one to two} one or two grains three times a day, and 
ounces each. It was said that the man had} four to six grains for an adult. He is in the 
been in the habit of swallowing such articles; habit, apparently, of combining with the 
as stones, knives, swords, &c. for several } resin both opium and belladonna—not a very 


years, for the amusement and astonishment 
of spectators, and for the purpose of obtaining 
a living by contributions. It was supposed, 
by the stones being found somewhat on the 
way in passage, that they had been swal- 
lowed several days; one large stone was 
found in the transverse colon. They had 


produced death by inducing inflammation.— 
Buffalo Med. and Surg. Jour., Jan, 1863. 


Naval Medical Board.—A Board of Med- 
ical Officers will convene at the Naval 
Asylum, Philadelphia, on Monday the 2d 
of March next, for the examination of 
candidates for admission into the Medical 
Corps of the Navy. 

Gentlemen desiring permission to appear 


philosophical practice, by the way, consider- 
ing the established antagonism between 
these drugs. Nor do the sixteen cases ad- 
duced impress our mind at all forcibly as 
confirmatory of the value of the practice. 
Still, when we consider some recent obser- 
vations upon the pathology of whooping- 
cough, we are disposed to advise our readers 
to make a trial of the remedy. At any rate 
no harm can come of it.—Med. T. and Gaz., 
Jan. 31, 1863. 

Salts of Tin in Gonorrhea.—Injection 
of trisnitrate of bismuth was two or three 
years ago recommended by some French 
surgeons as a remedy for gonorrhea. The 
high price of this aricle has led M. Calvo 


before the Board must make application to}to make some investigations into the effi- 
the Honorable Secretary of the Navy, stat- > cacy of salts of tin: and he has arrived at 
ing their residence, place and date of birth, 3 the conclusion that the oxychloride, the 
accompanied with respectable testimonials; phosphate, and the tannate of this metal 


of moral character. 

Applicants must not be less than twenty- 
one, nor more than twenty-six years of age, 

No expense is allowed by Government 
to candidates attending the sessions of the 
Board, as a suceessful examination is a 
legal prerequisite for appointment in the 
Navy. 

Medical Department of Yale College, 
New Haven—At the annual commence- 


may be advantageously substituted for bis- 


» muth, He uses eight grammes of oxy- 
> chloride, six grammes of phosphate, or two 


grammes of tannate of tin, in one hun- 
dred grammes of rose-water. An injection 
is made three times a day.—Dub. Med. 


5 Press, Jan. 7, 1863, from L’ Union Méd. 


Wounds of the Brain.—M. F lourens has 
presented to the Academy of Sciences a 
note of a series of experiments performed 


ment of this school, in January last, the by him for the purpose of showing the 


degree of M.D. was conferred on eleven 
candidates. 

Vermont Hospital for the Insane at Brat- 
tleboro’.—A large portion of the building 
of this institution was, we regret to learn, 
destroyed by fire on the 2st of Dec. last. 
The patients were all saved. 

Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Dr. Jas. C. White has been associated with 
Dr. Abbot in the editorship of this Journal. 
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Common Resin asa Specific for Whooping- 
cough.—A writer in the Australian Medical 





curability of wounds of the brain, and, what 
is more, the facility with which they are 
cured. He trepanned the skulls of dogs 
and rabbits, made a small opening through 
the dura mater and into the substance of 
the brain, and then put bullets into the 
wound. These bullets gradually penetrated 
through the cerebral matter by their own 
weight. When the ball was small, he found 
that the whole thickness of the lobe of the 
brain or of the cerebellum might be tra- 
versed by it without occasioning any symp- 
tom, or accident, or disturbance of functions. 
The fissure made by the passage of tie ball 
remains for some time as a canal; it then 
closes up, and cicatrizes. In one case of a 
rabbit, a ball was placed on the posterior 





FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


part of the cerebellum, immediately above 
the vital point (Flourens’ neud vital). When 
the ball had reached that part, and had 
exercised a certain degree of pressure, the 
animal died.—Jbid. 

Extract of Logwood as a Deodorizer.— 
M. Desmanrtter states that he has employed 
an ointment composed of equal parts of lard 
and extract of logwood, with extraordinary 
success in bringing about healthy action in 
sloughing and gangrenous wounds, and re- 
moving at the same time fetid odours.— 
Lancet, Jan. 17, 1863. 

Permanganate of Potassa as a Deodor- 
izer.—Dr. Pincus states that the odour left 
on the hands after making autopsies may 
be immediately and effectually removed by 
means of permanganate of potassa. 

Vaccine Syphilitic Inoculation. — Mr. 
Hewry Lez, at the meeting of the Royal 
Medical and Chirurgical Society, on 27th 
Jan., stated that he had a case of vaccine 
syphilitic vaccination under his care at St. 
George’s Hospital. As the possibility of 
such an occurrence is strongly denied in 


England, he regarded the case as one of 
considerable interest, and he invited the 
Fellows to inspect the case. 


First Successful Ovariotomist in France. 
—Dr. Vaullegeard, of Condé-sur- Norieau, 
has, it turns out, first claim to the title of 
successful ovariotomist in France. In 1847 
he operated successfully on a girl twenty- 
five years old, removing a multilocular 
ovarian cyst, complicated with ascites. He 
had the courage to operate at a time when 
all surgical authority was opposed to the 


proceeding, and when the great oracle, jf 


Boyer, had declared, ‘‘ The least reflection 
will satisfy any one of the dangers and of 
the impossibility of this operation, which has 
not, and probably never will be performed.” 
In matters of medicine and surgery, it is 
evident that even authorities should be cau- 
tious in dogmatic prophecies.—Brit. Med. 
Jour., Aug. 23, 1862. 

Ozone.—A beautiful series of experi- 
ments, by M. Kosmann, given in the Comp- 
tes Rendus; shows that ozone is disengaged 
from the leaves and green parts of plants. 
In cities, ozone is more abundant during 
the night, the reverse being the case where 
vegetation abounds. 
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Chemical Affinity.—MM. Berthelot and 
Leon St. Giles tell the Academy that chemi- 
cal affinity, which is usually considered as 
an instantaneous phenomenon, often, on 
the contrary, requires a long time for its 
manisfestation. Thus, for example, the 
bonification of old wines depends upon cer- 
tain affinities between the tartaric acid and 
the alcohol, which require several years for 
their development. 

Cholesterine—M. Bencxt, it is said, has 
discovered this substance in various vegeta- 
ble substances, It exists most abundantly 
in peas, in several species of grain, and even 
in olive oil. ~ 


Alcohol from Coal Gas.—M. Coterte, 
of Paris, has recently announced a process 
by which he manufactures alcohol from 
coal gas. It is said that it can be effected 
at a very cheap rate—so cheap, indeed, as 
to permit of its commercial competition 
with alcohol derived from saccharine sub- 
stances. Of this, however, the only proof 
to be afforded will be the results of the 
manufacture upon an extensive scale. We 
will take an early opportunity of laying 
the details before our readers. At present, 
the possibility of this mode of producing 
alcohol is simply proclaimed as the result 
of experimentation in the laboratory. The 
subject will doubtless attract the attention 
of innumerable chemists. Should anything 
come of it, and the price of spirit be cheap- 
ened in consequence, we shall not be dis- 
posed to regard the discovery as an unmixed 
good.—Med. Times and Gaz., Jan. 24, 
1863. 

Crysaniline, a New Colouring Matter 
rom Aniline.—At a late sitting a commu- 
nication was received from M. Hoffman, 
on crysaniline, a new colouring matter 
extracted from aniline, itself an artificial 
base derived from coal tar. When aniline 
has been employed to produce the red 
called rosaniline, a large proportion of it 
remains undecomposed under the form of 
a resinous substance, which it ‘has been 
found very difficult to analyze. From this 
compound Mr. Nicholson has extracted 
crysaniline, a base of a beautiful yellow 
colour, which Mr. Hoffman describes as a 
fine yellow powder not unlike chromate of 
lead. It is scarcely soluble in water, but 
very much £o in alcohol and ether. This 
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compound is a well defined organic base, } Assisi was canonized for his fraud two years 
which forms two series of crystallizable} later—as a compensation, probably, The 
salts, the most characteristic of which are; Dominicans who got caught in false flesh 
the nitrates, crystallizing in needles of a} writing’ tricks at Berne, and Maria da 
ruby tint. Thus aniline produces three } Visiticam who disgraced herself in the same 
bases—viz., crysaniline, rosaniline, and} way at Lisbon, brought the fashion into 
leucaniline, each differing from the other’ temporary disrepute for a long time, until, 
by two equivalents of hydrogen. lo! it starts up again in the Irish revivalist 
_ who had ‘‘ Geasus’”’ written over her sto- 

Acclimatization in Australia.—A New$mach, and in the medium who bares his 
Zealand journal, speaking of the two white } arm to show a scrawling “‘ John’’ scratched 
swans presented by the Queentothiscolony,{there. What believer in the power of 
and which were placed on the North Shore {revivals would doubt the heavenly hand- 
Lake, says that they were sitting on no} writing of the one (never mind the spelling), 
fewer than eighteen eggs. The swans had ; and what enthusiast in the cause of medium- 
been hatching alternately for three weeks. {ship and spiritualism would question the 
One of the Canadian geese which came with} ghostly origin of the other? Oh! how 
the swans, and from the same royal donor, ; strange it is that with the collective know- 
flew away some time after being placed on} ledge and advancement of the age for his 
the lake, but the remaining bird took up‘ guidance, a sane man can witness the 
with the common geese, and the result has{ marvellous dexterity of a modern juggler 
been a magnificent cross. The divers are } who confesses that all he does is by fraud of 
doing well. In Victoria, measures are in} sense and mechanical combination, and can 
progress for the speedy introduction and? then accept the ‘‘ spiritualism’’ of a bungler 
acclimatization of roedeer, partridges, rooks,$ who cannot speak tolerable English, and 
hares, sparrows and song birds, from Eng- 3 whose perpetually failing tricks are of the 
land ; deer, Cashmere goats, and black part- fina and most explainable order of leger- 





ridges, from India; ostriches, pheasants, and {demain known.—All the Year Round. 


partridges, and.antelopes, from the Cape of 
Good Hope; for all of which the money; New Mode of Analysis.—The capillarity 
has been remitted by the Acclimatization ; of paper as a means of analysis, as suggested 
Society. A letter was recently received by} by M. Schonbein, has been employed by 
the Acclimatization Society of New South; M. Goppelsréder in the separation of co- 
Wales from Mr. Black, of Miumi, inclosing ;louring matters. When a band of paper is 
a sample of wool from an Angora goat,$dipped into curcuma (Indian saffron) and 
descended from those that were imported? picric acid, three distinct layers are per- 
some years ago.into this colony. Mr. Black, $ ceived; the first formed by pure water, the 
who has paid much attention to improving {second coloured by picric acid, and the 
the breed of goats, states that their wool ; third by the yellow of the curcuma. If the 
and fat are exceedingly valuable; that their; paper be dipped into an alkaline liquid the 
flesh is in no way inferior to mutton, but} picric layer disappears, while the curcuma 
rather resembling venison; that the females} remains with the brownish hue which it ac- 
breed twice a year, producing generally two; quires under the circumstances. Similar 
at a birth; that they require very little} experiments are produced with fuchsine, &c, 
shepherding, and thrive well where nothing; M. Goppelsréder intends to apply the pro- 
else could be kept with profit.—Med. Times } cess to the examination of fretted wines, or 
and Gaz., Jan. 31, 1863. beer containing strychnine,—Lancet, Dec. 
- 27, 1862. 
Spirit Writing.—The latest miracle of _ 

all is the old stigmata medium; the medium; Osrrvary Recorv.—Died, of apoplexy, 
with the large white-skinned arm, on which; at Hackney, on the 20th of Dec. last, Dr. 
the spirits scrawl blood-red letters in a very § Robert Knox, some, years since one of the 
bad hand, and looking marvellously like an{ most enthusiastic and popular lecturers on 
earthly scratch with a materialpencil! This‘ anatomy at Edinburgh, in the 70th year of 
flesh. writing is of no recent. date. The }his age. en 

Oxford Council of 1222 crucified two} Died, lately, at Jena, of apoplexy, Prof. 
*‘ naughtie fellows’’ at Arborberie for feign- ; Lehmann, well known everywhere by his 

‘ing the ‘‘stigmata;” but St. Francis of} chemical labours. 











